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GENERAL GRANT AS A STATESMAN*

GENERAL GRANT'S father was a Whig, and an ad-
mirer and supporter of Mr. Clay. The public policy
of Mr. Clay embraced three great measures: First,
a national bank, or a fiscal agency as an aid to the Treasury
in the collection and disbursement of the public revenues; sec-
ondly, a system of internal improvements to be created at the
public expense and controlled by the National Government;
and, thirdly, a tariff system which should protect the Ameri-
can laborer against the active competition of the laborers of
other countries who were compelled to work for smaller
compensation.

From the year 1834 to the year 1846 the country was en-
gaged in an active controversy over the policy of the Whig
Party, of which Mr. Clay was then the recognized head." In-
deed, the controversy began as early as the year 1824, and it
contributed, more than all other causes, to the new organiza-
tion of parties under the leadership, respectively, of Mr. Clay
and General Jackson.

General Grant was educated under these influences, and in
the belief that the policy of the Whig Party would best pro-
mote the prosperity of the country. Those early impressions
ripened into opinions, which he held and on which he acted
during his public life. It happened by the force of circum-
stances that the Republican Party was compelled to adopt the
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